
1 

Safety Kids, Inc.   (a NON-Profit Agency)                                 Winter 2005 
S
af

et
y 

Ki
ds

, 
In

c.
 

PO
 B

ox
 1

06
82

  
* 

 P
it
ts

bu
rg

h,
 P

A
 1

52
35

 
41

2-
24

1-
12

34
  
* 

 4
12

-2
41

-2
53

5 
fa

x 
 *

  
w
w
w
.s

af
et

yk
id

s.
or

g 
 

 
 
 

 Charlie’s Travels:  Arizona 
 
 And he’s off!  Charlie Check-First’s first stop on his trip around the country was 
Sedona, Arizona.  There he enjoyed the beauty of the Red Rocks, the cactus, and the 

gorgeous weather.  He was headed for the Grand Canyon, but got a bit 
delayed.  He’s having so much fun that he has not come home yet, so 
he may still make it to the Canyon. A special thanks goes to Officer 
Scott Reed from the Yavapai County Sheriff’s office for inviting 
Charlie to stay with him and travel around the area.   
       
Would you like him to visit your school, police station, or hometown 
area?  He’s ready!  Read his Trip Diary in his backpack and find out 
more about our world. You may call, write, or go online to reserve a 
visit from Charlie Check-First. 
         
Let’s try to get Charlie all around the country (or even all around the 
world!).   
 

 

S.K.I. receives FBI award 
 

 The Federal Bureau of Investigation recently awarded Safety Kids, Inc. (S.K.I.) 
with the distinguished Director’s Community Leadership Award.  The honor recognizes 
the organization’s “outstanding contribution to our Nation’s communities through unselfish  
dedication and leadership.”  Only 56 recipients were recognized nationally by the F.B.I.  

 
According to Lillie Leonardi, Community Affairs Specialist for the Pittsburgh  

Division of the F.B.I., Safety Kids offers an excellent curriculum for prevention of crimes 
against children. Leonardi manages the Adopt-a-School Initiative and nominated Diane 
Brown and her group for the award. “It’s a program that the F.B.I. and innumerable partner-
ing agencies work with when going into the schools to discuss aspects of child safety.”  
S.K.I. serves as the only elementary component of that initiative.  

 
“I’ve had the opportunity to work with Safety Kids 

for a number of years, and I’m honored to nominate them  
for the award.  They  truly deserve the recognition,”  
Leonardi adds.  
  
 The curriculum, programs, and materials, receive  
excellent feedback from instructors, parents and children.   
In addition to this distinction,  the agency has received the 
Pennsylvania Governor’s Award for Citizen Crime Preven- 
tion, the Crime Prevention Organization of the Year 
award, and numerous other honors and citations. 
 

Diane Brown, founder / director, 
accepts the etched glass award in 
December 2004 in Pittsburgh. 

Charlie Check-First in  
Sedona, Arizona 
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School Fundraisers 
 

Our Personal ID Kit is a fantastic way for your school or 
organization to make some money and (more importantly) 
provide a great service to the parents and kids. 
 

The kit contains a 16-page Child Profile booklet, wallet-size 
laminated ID card, fingerprint strip, DNA collections, 12-page 
Activity Book, sticker, and 
tattoo!  This is all for only 
$5.00!  Compare our kit with 
others on the market—you 
won’t find one that offers as 
much for as low a price. We 
include the educational aspect! 
Bulk prices take are available. 
Call for details. 

Safety Tip  #1 (for parents)Safety Tip  #1 (for parents)Safety Tip  #1 (for parents)Safety Tip  #1 (for parents)    
  

 Tell your child that you will love 
him or her unconditionally, no matter 
what happens.  You may not like the 
child's actions or words, but you still 
love him or her. 

 

    Wild West  

Adventure 
 
The annual fundraiser is almost here! 

  
       Sunday, April 3, 2005  

                    Syria Mosque 
                  Cheswick, Pennsylvania  
             (5 minutes from the PA Turnpike)   

                                      12:30  games, auctions 
                     1:30  lunch 
                     2:30  entertainment, auctions 
 

            Join us for a fun-filled Wild West Adventure:   
 
luncheon                               “arrests” 
 
games                 auctions  
                               (silent, Chinese, bidding) 
 

Seats are reserved, so buy your tickets with a group of friends!    
                   $28 if paid for before March 21, 2005 
                   $30 if paid for after March 21, 2005 
                   $15 children under 12 years old 
 

Deadline is March 30, 2005!! 

DIRECTOR/FOUNDER 
Diane Brown 

Crime Prevention Specialist (ISCPP) 
 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Scott Zinsmeister, President 
Crime Prevention Specialist (ISCPP) 

Bethel Park Police Department 
 

Jason Tarap, Vice-President 
Allegheny County Sheriff’s Office 

 
 

Jennifer Hileman, Secretary 
Crime Prevention Specialist (ISCPP) 

Center for Victims of Violence & Crime 
 

Art Keenan  
District Attorney’s Office, Allegheny Co. 

 

Ron Leindecker 
New Sewickley Township Police Department 

 

 

Tracy Lindo 
Chief, Lower Burrell Police Department 

 

Jay Mitlo 
Young Life 

 

Karen Paullet 
District Attorney’s Office, Allegheny Co 

 
Kimberly Robinson 

Allegheny County Housing Authority 

Safety Tip  #4 (for kids)Safety Tip  #4 (for kids)Safety Tip  #4 (for kids)Safety Tip  #4 (for kids)    
  

 If you are separated in a store or 
crowd, Freeze and Yell your parent’s 
first and last name.  You may ask a clerk 
or a parent with children to go get help 
for you, but stay where you are! 

Suggested:  Wear your 

favorite  western outfit, 

but leave the horse at 

home. 
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CHARLIE CHECK-FIRST INSTRUCTOR OF THE YEAR 

 

Now is the time to nominate someone as the Charlie Check-First Instructor of the 
Year. This person will be awarded a unique plaque, a gift certificate for Be a Safety 
Kid materials, dinner at the award ceremony in April, and will be featured in the next 
national newsletter.  Runner-up and Honorable Mention will also receive awards.  
Winners do not need to be present at the award ceremony.   Call the office to obtain 
a nomination form.  (You may nominate yourself!)  Deadline is March 15, 2004. 

 

Do your kids smoke?  Do you know for sure?  Are you OK with the answer to that  
question?  The Surgeon General reports that 3,000 children start smoking every day.   
Many children start experimenting with smoking as early as age 8!  Why?  Most children  
start because of social reasons: 
 
• To look  “cool” 
• To feel older 
• To copy celebrities and other “role models”  
• To fit in and be part of a group 
• Just to experiment 
 

How do you react to the idea of youth smoking?  Studies show that what we do and say can make a significant 
impact on a child’s decision to smoke or use smokeless tobacco.    

“46.7% of parents of smokers were aware of their children smoking cigarette. 39.0% 
showed  indifference while 37.0% scolded the adolescents. However, 4.0% shared cigarettes 
with their children.  Parents with a lower level of education and those with blue collar jobs 
scolded and beat their children whereas urban and white collar employees did not react.  
Females and urban youth were numerous to be scolded and beaten.”  

Information from National Agency for the Treatment and Rehabilitation of Substance Abusers 
 
How should you handle the smoking issue with your child?   
 
• Work with your child to develop open communication.   This is extremely important for all aspects of social 

growth, and not just smoking.  Honest, easy conversation should occur regarding Not OK Touch and Not 
OK Talk, alcohol and other drugs, sexual activity, and lures that predators may use. 

• Talk sincerely without lecturing. 
• Listen!  Pay attention to what your child is saying and do not judge or criticize.  The latter will close the 

doors of communication.  Listen and then discuss your child’s thoughts and feelings. 
• Give them guidelines and limits.  Let them know what consequences are involved for breaking a family 

rule.  Make sure the “punishment” fits the “crime”! 
• Be consistent!  Forgive! 
• Make sure you are a good role model!  Children will imitate what they see. 

 

Children and Smoking 
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Check out our   
Web Site! 

www.safetykids.org 

 

Safety Kids: 

The non-profit agency for 

personal child safety 

 

Inside this issue: 
 

� � � � S.K.I. receives FBI award !    
����   Charlie Check-First backpacks to Arizona 
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� � � � Instructor of the Year Award 
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